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There has been & change ¢f government. It began twe years ago, when the House
of Representatives became Democratic by 2 decisive majnrity; 1t has now been com-
pleted. The Senate about to assemble will akso be Democratic. The offices of
President and Viece President have been put into the heands of Democrats. ¥What
ﬂﬂﬁﬂ-tkﬂ change mean? That is the gquestion that is uppermost in our minds to-dmy.
T"hat is the guesticn I am goling teo try to answer, in order, if I may, to inter-
pret the occcasthon.

It means much more than the mereée success of a party. The success of a party
means little except when the nation is using that party for a2 large and definite
purpcse. HNo one can mistake the purpose for which the natiﬂniﬁﬂﬁkﬂﬁks to use |
the EEM&G?EFiG rarty. It seeks to usge it to intrspret a change in its nwn{%&?ﬂn |

vo&56 and of view. ©Some o0ld things with which we had grown familier, and |

which had ghﬁun to creep into the very habit of ocur thonght and of our lives, |
have altered their aspect as we have latterly looked critically upon them, with |
fresh, awekened eyes; have dropped their dispguises and shown themselves alien and i
sinister. Some new things, as we look frankly upon them, willing to Gﬂnmpreﬁ;d ;

their real character, have come to assume the aspect of things long believed in

and familiar, stuff of cur own convictions. Ve have been refreshed by & new in-
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sight into our own 1li éﬁb’fﬁ 57 o
We see that in many things &k 4s very gret. It is incomparably great in its

material aspects, in its body of wealth, in the diversity and sweep of its ener-
£¥, in the industries which have been conceived and built up by the genius of in-
ﬂividfﬁl men and the limitless enterprise of groups of men. It is great, also;
very great, in itis moral force. Nowhere else in the world have noble men and
women exhibited in more str?kinﬁ forms the beauty end the energy of sympathy
and helpfulness and counsel in their efforts to rectify wrong, alleviete suffer-
ing, and eset the weak in the way of strength and hope. We have built up, morecver,
a great system of government, which has stood through a2 long age as in many re-
spects a model for those who seek to set liberty upen fuundatiﬁns&hat will en-
dure against fﬂrtﬂitfﬂus change, aﬁainft storm and accident. Our:life contains
very great thing, and contesins it §§i£hﬁunﬂ ANCECe

Bunt the evil bes come with the good, 2nd much fine gold has been corroded,
With riahﬂﬂ has come inexcusible waste. We have squandered a great part of
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what we have uneed, and have not stopped to conserve awyr—isapi—eod the huun ty of

nature without which ﬂUJ‘ﬁﬂnlhE for enterprise would have been waﬁtbless and
impotent, scorning to be careful, shamefully prodigal as well as admirably effic-
ient., TWe have been proud of our industrial achievements, but we have not hither-
to stopped »haufhtfulv?enaur“ to count the human cost, the cost of lives snuffed
out, of energies overtaxed and broken, the fearful physical and spiritual gqﬁt

: tzfgﬁn and women and children upon whom the dead weight and burden of it all fee~r

+odd pitilessly the years through. The groans and agony of it 211 had not yet

reached ou? ears, the solemn, moving undertone of our life, coming up out of the
mines and factories and out of every home where the struggle had its intimate
and familiar seat, With the great government went many deep secret things which
we bad too long delayed tigﬁﬂak into and scrutinize with candid, fearless eyes.
The great government we ln;zaiiaﬁfﬁgcn mede use of for private and selfizh pur-
poses, and those who used it had forgotten the people.
,Aéﬂdhﬁflﬂﬁfvisiﬁn has been vouchsafed us of our life 2as a whole. We see the bad with

the good, the debased and decadent with the sound and vital, With this wision




we approach new affairs. Our duty is to cleanse, to reconsider, to restore, to

correct the evil without impairing the good, to urify and humanize every.pro-
sentimentalizing

cess of our common Ii€e without weakenig} or a&a#&malﬁfL&&*ﬁg 1t. There has

n

been something crude and heartless and feeling in our bhaste to succeed and be

great. Our thought bhas been ¢ Let every man look out £or himself, let every gen-

eration look out for itself;}_whil we reared giant machinery whigh made it im-
ol - :
possible that any but those whnﬁ gt the levers of control Eéiﬂld bhave a

chance to look out. for themsgl3es. We had not forgotten our morals. Ve remem—
bered well encogh that we h%ﬂé"¢ up a polity which was meant to serve the hum-
blest as well as the most pﬂwa}ful, with an eye sinﬁf; to the ikfndarﬁs of Jue=
tice and fair play, and remembered it with pride. But we were Ee&dless and in
a hurxry to be great,

e have come now 10 the.;bher second thought. ?‘Ea scales of heedlessness
have fallen from our eyes. We have made up our minds to squf&& every process
of our national life again with the -sésudorddés standards wgipruudly set up at
the beginning and have always carried at ocur hearts. Our work 1= a work of re=
storation. ( with some degree of particularity )

S ———

We have itemizaE;;iﬁ things that ought to be z2ltered,—with-—sone defreo—on
sapdienlerity, and here are some of the chief items: A tariff which cuts us off
from our proper part in the commerce of the werld, violates the just principles

instrument
of texation, and makes the govermment a facile inisumens in the bands of private
interests; a banking & currency geystem based upon the neccessity of the Eﬂgign—
ment to sell its bonds fifty years ago and perfectly adapted to conceniraig cash
and restricting credits; aﬂ# industrial system which, take it on 211 its sides,
financial as well as administretive, holds capital wi-tdin leading strings, re-
ctricts the liberties and limite the opportunities of labour, and exploits withe
out renewing or conserving the natural resources of the country; a body of egri-
cultural activities never yet given the efficiency of - greal business undertak-

ings or served as it should be through the instrumentality of science teken di-

rectly to the farm, or afforded the facilities of credit best suited to its prac-—
tical needs; water courses undeveloped, waste places unreclaimed, forests untend-
ed, fast disappearing without plan or prospect of renewal, unregarded waste heaps

at every mine, We have studied 2s perhaps no other nation has the most effective

means of production, but we have not studied cost or &cnnum%Eas we should either

as organizers of industry, as statesmen, or as individuals.ikﬁﬂr have we studied

and perfected the means by which government may be put at the service of humanity,

in safeguarding the health of the pnation, the healih of its men and its wom

&

its children, as well as their rights in thk struggle Sor existence, This is no

sentimental duty. The firm hasis of goyerament is justice, not pity. These are

matters of justice. There can be no equality of opportunity, the first essential

of justice in the body politic, if men and women and children be not shielded in
their li?eg, their very vitality, from the consequences of great inaﬁﬁirﬁgﬁiﬁia-
cesses which they cannot 2lter, control, or singly cope with. Society must see
to it that it does not itself ocrush or weaken or damage itgignustituent parts.
The first duty of law is to keep sound the society it serves. Sanitary laws,
pure food laws, and laws determining conditions of labour which individuals are
powerless to dertermine for themselves are intimate partis of the very business
of justice and legal efficiency.

These are some of the things we ought to do, and not leave the others undone,

the old-fashioned, never to be neglectied, fundamental safeguarding of property and

of individual right. This is the high enterpriése of the new day: to 1ift every-
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thing that concerns our life as 2 nation to the light that shines from the hearth-
fire of every man’s conscience and viiian of the right. It is inconceivable that
we should do this as partisans; it is inconceivable we shﬁiid do it in ignorance
of the facts as they are or in blind haste. TWe shall restore, not destroy. Te

dee

shall deal with our economic system as 1t iaﬁ}# ag it may be modified, not as if

might be if we had a clean sheet of paper to write upon; and step by step we shall
make it what it should be, in the spirit of those who guestion their own wisdom
and seek counsel and knowledge, not shallow self-satisfaction or the excitement of
exocursions whither they cannot tell. Justice, and only justice, shall always be
-
ogr motto. Aogt

And yet it will be no bﬁtﬁ process of mere science. The nation has been deep-
ly stirred, stirred by a solemn passion, stirred by the knowledge of wrong, of
ideals lost, of ﬁavarnn€;¢rﬂgﬂauched and made an instrument of evil. The feelings
with which we face this new age of right and opportunity sweep across our heart-
gtrings like some air out of God’s own presence, where justice and mercy are re-
conciled and the judge and the brother are one. fe know our task to be no mere
task of politics but a task which shall search us through and through, whether we
be able to understand our time and the need of our people, whether we be indeed
their spokesmen and interpreiers, whether we have the puse heart to comprehend and
the rectified will to choose our high course of action. ngwr

This is not a day of triumph; it is a day of dedication. Hl:hﬁ—ﬂhﬂ#fﬁ;uster,
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not the forces of party, but the forces of humanity. H&g&ﬁhearts wait upon us,
call upon us

men’s lives hang in the balance; men’s hﬂpﬂsh*ﬂﬁﬁ—+**¢h&—h&}&ﬂﬁu to say what we

x#111 do. Who shall live up to the great trust? Who dares fail to try? I summon

all honest men, all patriotic, all forward-lookingd men;ﬂﬁ my side. God helping

me, I will not fail them, if they will but counsal and sustain mel




PREFATORY NOTE

THIS TRANSCRIPTION WAS MADE BY PRESIDENT WILSON
ON HIS OWN TYPEWRITER FROM THE ORIGINAL SHORT-
HAND NOTES OF HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS, WHICH WERE
COMPOSED IN THE PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SHORT-
LY BEFORE MARCH 4, 1813, SEE LETTERS AT BACK.
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